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RIVER DELAWARE. 


Report of the Commissioners appointed on the part of 
the State of Pennsylvania, under a resolution of the 
Legislature relative to the use of the waters of the 
River Delaware.—Kead in the House of Representa- 
tives, December 15, 1834. 


To the Senate and House of Represer:tatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 


Gentlemen.—I herewith transmit the report of the 
commissioners on the part of the State of Pennsylvania, 
under certain resolutions of the Legislature, ‘* relative 
to the use of the waters of the Delaware,” tegether 
with the agreement executed by them in conjunction 
with the commissioners appointed on the part of the 
State of New Jersey, in relation to that subject, and 
accompanying documents, and to which I respectfully 
invite the immediate aticntion of the General Assem- 
bly. GEO: WOLF, 

Harrisburg, December 12th, 1834, 


oe 














such restiictions that the least possible injury might be 
done to the navigation of the river, The right to the free 
use of the stream belonged to the citizens of both States 
long before these canals were projected. Those most 
interested in its enjoyment, are a hardy and industrious 
race of watermen, who have thade ‘* tlhe running of the 
river” the business of their lives. Any «greement which 
should fail to secure their rights, would not and ought 
not to be sanctioned by either 5tate. 

A great error was committed in the location of the 
Penn-ylvania canal, by not making its bottom level two 
feet lower. Had this been done, it might have been 
supplied with water from the river, through the feeder, 
without the aid of a dam. ‘this mistake was not dis- 
covered until it was too late to be corrected without 
great expense and trouble,and without abandoning the 
use’ of the whole canal, until’ the section immediately 
below New Hope could be excavated to the proper 
level. It then became proper to obtain the consent of 
New Jersey to the erection of such a dam as would, at 
all times, supply the Pennsylvania canal with water, 
and thus place it on an equal footing with the Dela- 
ware and Raritan canal, which, by means of the admi- 
rable position of this feeder, abstracts the water from 

The undersigned commissioners appoin‘ed in obe- | the river without any dam, 
dience to two resolutions of the Legislature of Penn-| The agreement secures to Penns: lvania the right of 
sylvania, *‘ relative to the use of the waters of tne Dela- | constructing a dam at Wells’ Falls,not exceeding three 
ware,” approved the 10th April, 1852, and the 8th | feet in height above the surface of low-water at the 
February, 1833, respectfully report: head o/ the Falls, with a sluice sixty feet wide. Ju the 

That on the 22d November last, they executed an | opinion of Mr. Gay, the engineer employed by the 
agreement with G.rret D. Wall, Jolin M.Sherrerd,and | Pennsylvania commissioners, such a dam of two feet in 
Peter J. Stryker, Esquires, cummis-ioners appointed | height, would be sufficicit to answer the purpose. In 
by virtue of similar resolutions of the Legislature of | making a permanent provision, however, it was thought 
New Jersey, which is herewith transmitted. Should | best to insert three feet, and thus avoid all difficulties 
this agreement mect the approbation of the Legisla- | which might occur in time tocome. This was deemed 
tures of both States, the controversy which has hereto- | the more proper, as Mr. Douglas, the engineer of the 
fore existed between them, in regard to the use of the | New Jersey commission+rs, is of opinion that a higher 
waters of tie Delaware, will be finally, and, they be- | dam than two feet would be required. It is strongly 
lieve, happily adjusted. | recommended that this dam shall be raised no higher 
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It would be useless to detail all the proceedings of 
the joint commissioners, which brought them to the 
final result: The undersigned will, therefore, confine 
themselves to a brief exposition of the reasons why 
they entered into such an arrangement,and then leave it 
to the wisdom of the Legislatures of the respective 
States for their adoption or rejection. 

When they visited the Delaware, in September last, 
they found that the Delaware and Raritan cahal compa- 
ny, were enjoying the use of the waters of the river, 
for the purpose of supplying their canal, by means of a 
feeder at the head of Bull’s Island. The Canal Com- 
missioners of Pennsylvania, had also erected temporary 
but very inadequate works at Wells’ Falls, by means of 
which, the Delaware division of the Pennsylvania canal 
below New Hope was partially supplied with water. — 


These works had, on both sides, been constructed in | 


violation of the spirit of the compact of 1783, between 
the two States, ‘* for the purpose of settling the juris- 
diction of the river Delaware.’ What then was to be 
done? It could not be supposed that either State would 
abandoii the use of her canals for want of water, whilst 


| than may be absolutely necessary. 

In considering the provisions made to secure and fa- 
cilitate the river navigation, it will be necessary to view 
them both as regards the descending and the ascend 
ing trade. And first in regard to the descending 
trade: 

Wells’ Falls have presented more difficulties to wa- 
_termen than any other portion of the river between 
Easton and tide. Indeed they have, at this place, been 
obliged to employ pilots at considerable expense; and 
; even then, their craft have often been cast away. The 
channel, for about one hundred and fifty feet below the 

contemplated dam, passes between two ledges of rocks, 
each terminated by large and high rocks between fifty 
jand sixty feet apart. If this channel be missed, the 
descending raft or buat is made a wreck, unless when 
‘the water is very high. The proposed sluice will be a 
| perfect security against this danger, and will render the 
|employment of pi'ots unnecessary. According to the 
language of the agreement, i's walls must be made of 
| substantial timber crib work, filled with stones, and the 
‘upper ends thereof, extending into the dam, shall be 





the river was flowing past them. The true policy,then, | made sufficiently high to afford an index to watermen 

was to grant to each as much and only as much water | of the channel prepared for them, It must be * at least 

as might be necessary to supply her canals, but undes: | three hu:dred feet long, or longer if necessary, to make 
Vout. XV, 1 
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a secure descending navigation.” The descending craft | 


will thus be safely passed through these ledges of rocks 
which constitute the greatest danger in the Falls, with 
the increased depth of water which will be forced into 
the channel by the dam. Indeed, judging from the 
opinions of the engineers,as well as those of experienced 
watermen, a similar dam and sluice ought to Lave been 
constructed, merely to improve the descending naviga- 
tion of the river, without any reference to the supply 
of the Pennsylvania canal with water. ‘The experience 
which we have had of, the effects of dams and sluices 
on our other rivers, proves that such works as those 
p’oposed ought not to alarm the fears of the most tim- 
id. ‘Thatthey will be executed in good faith, accord- | 
ing to the terms of the agreement, should it be sanc:- | 
tioned, cannot for a moment be doubted. 
Next in regard to the ascending river trade. ‘This | 
is now conducted by what are called Durham boats.— | 
These are falling gradually into disuse, and it is pro- | 
j 

' 


bable that they will disappear in the course of a few 
years. The whole ascending trade, from the nature of 
things, must ere long pass through the canals on either 
side of the river. Whilst any citizen, however, desires 
to use the natural stream for this purpose, his right to 
do so is unquestionable. The proposed agreement 
provides for such persons a much better and more se- | 
cure navigation than they have ever enjoyed. It takes 
their boats into the Pennsylvania canal below the Falls, 
by two wooden locks at the mouth of Neely’s creek, | 
and passes them out into the dam above the Falls 
threugh the guard lock; and this free of toll. The | 
most difficult and dangerous navigation of the whole | 
river is thus avoided, 

The cost of these improvements, according to the 
estimate of Mr. Gay, will amount to $27,000. 

Whilst this arrangement secures both the ascending | 
and descending trade of the river, it provides the means, | 


! 


without any additional expense, of a communication be- | 
tween the Pennsylvania and the Delaware and Raritan | 
canal. The guard lock necessary at the head of our | 
feeder, and the deep water which will be created | 
across the river by the dam, will, should the Delaware 

and Raritan company lock down into it from their feed- 

er,.make this communicat'on complete. Although the | 
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ties through the same channel to the city of New York. 
Besides, the feeder was originally destined merely to 
supply the c«nal with water, and not to become a 
source of profit to the company. By the proposed 


_ connection, however, that part of it between Lamberts- 


ville (opposite to New Hope) and Trenton, will be- 
come in ilselfan important and profitable canal. 

A connecti.n at this point will furnish to the people * 
of both States, along the Delaware, the benefits of the 
rival markets of New York and Philadelphia; and be- 
ing made as near to the latter city as practicable, will 
yield no undue advantages to the former. 

Had the views of the Commissioners been limited to 
the best mode of supplying the canal below New Hope 
with water, they might probably have recommended a 


_ dam and feeder at Cutbush’s Island. But when they 


consider this subject as essentially connected with a 
communication between the two canals, they have no 


| hesitation in recommending Wells’ Falls as the place 


from whence Pennsylvania ought to take the water for 
this purpose. 

The whole of this branch of the question has been so 
clearly elucidated in a paper presented to the Commis- 


| sioners by Mr. Ingham, who resides near the spot, and 


possesses both a general and local knowledge of the 
subject,that they take the liberty of transmitting it with 
their report, 


From the report of Mr. Kneass, the engineer former- 


ly employed by Mr. Sergeant, uncer the direction of 
the board, it appears that at the time he made his ex- 


aiminations, a serious obstruction to the navigation of 
the river existed at Scudder’s Falls, which had been 
placed there by the Trenton Delaware Falls company. 
In October last, when the Commissioners of both States 
metat Trenton, they went upon the ground, and found 
that it had been so far removed as no longer to present 


| any very serious impediment. The company have since 


adopted a resolution pledging themselves that there 
shall not in future be any cause of complaint; and the 
State of New Jersey has, by the agreement, undertak- 
en, that this obstruction shall be removed or otherwise 
obviated. 

The undersigned Commissioners herewith transmit 
the report of Mr. Kneass, of the 2d April, 1834, toge- 








agreement does not stipulate that this shall be done, | ther with his drawings of the river from Easton to tide; 
and both parties are at perfect liberty to act as they the copy of a letter of instructions addressed to Mr. 
think proper, yet the public interest and convenience ; Gay on the 17th October last,with his report of the 27th 


must soon accomplish this purpose. Indeed we have | 
good reason to believe that the Canal Commissioners | 
have it already in serious contemplation, 

There is no place on the river where this communi- | 
cation can be conveniently effected, with a due regard | 
to the interests of Peunsylvania, except at Wells’ Falls. | 
It is natural for the Delaware and Raritan canal com- 
pany to prefer that it should be made at Black’s Eddy, 
which is but a very short distance above the head of 
their feeder. But the consequenee would be, that | 
Pennsylvania must lose a large portion of toll upon her | 
canal, between Black’s Eddy and New Hope, a dis- 
tance of about ten miles, without any corresponding 
advantages to the public. For whether a boat passes | 
out of one canal into the other, at Black’s Eddy, or at | 
New Hope, can make no material difference except to 
those who receive the tolls. 

From this connection at New Hope, the Delaware | 
and Raritan canul company must, notwithstanding, de- | 
rive important advantages. It would be difficult to | 
form any estimate of the quantity of coal from the Le- 
high which must thus be drawn into their canal for the | 
purpose of seeking a market at New York. Suffice it | 
to say, that it would be a fruitful and annually increas- ' 
ing source of revenue. 








That portion of New Jersey along the route of the | pointed by virtue of similar resolutions of the Legisla- 


ture of New Jersey: 

First. It is declared that the State of New Jersey 
may take, or cause to be taken, from the Delaware ri- 
ver, by means of the feeder at the head of Bull’s Island, 


canal is greatly in need of lime,and the country around | 
New Hope, in Pennsylvania, can supply this want to 

any extent which may be required. Indeed itis highly 
probable that this article may be sent in large quanti- | 


of the same month; « copy of the report of Mr. Dou- 
glas to the New Jersey Commissioners; and the paper 
submitted by Mr. Ingham to the Pennsylvania Commis- 
sioners, at New Hope, on the 27th September last. 

In conclusion, the undersigned embrace this occasion 
publicly to express their sense of the liberal, frank and 
friendly disposition manifested by the New Jersey Com- 
missioners, throughout the whole of the proceedings. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration, 

We remain truly yours, 
JAMES BUCHANAN, 
JOSEPH BURKE, 
KOBERTS VAUX. 
December 1854, 


AGREEMENT 


Between the Commissioners of the States of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, relative to the use of the waters 
of the river Delaware. 


An Agreement made and concluded between James 
Buchanan, Joseph Burke, and Roberts Vaux, Commis- 
sioners appointed by virtue of certain resolutions of the 


_ Legislature of Pennsylvania; and Garret D. Wall, John 
| M. Sherrerd, and Peter J. Stryker, Commissioners ap- 
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as much wateras may be necessary to supply the Dela-| thisview. Should you find it practicable, you will re. 











‘Poa 

ware and Raritan canal for the purposes of naviga-| port to the Commissioners the best mode of supplying i 
tion. the canal from this point, with the least possible injury i! 
Second. It is declared that the State of Pennsylva- | to the navigation of the river. Please to be particular a 
nia may take, or cause to be taken from the Delaware | in stating the height of the dam which may be necessa- th 4 
river, by means of dams and feeders at Wells’ Falls, as, ry for this purpose, and describiug it in other essential fit Ny 
much water as may be necessary to supply the Dela- | particulars. You will, also, direct your attention to aS 
ware division of the Pennsylvaaia canal, as far as the | the best mode of counteracting the impediments which at t 
city of Philadelph‘a, should the canal be so far extend- | such a dam may interpose to the ascending and de- a 
ed, for the purposes of navigation. The height of the | scending trade by the natural channel. A i 
dam to be constructed by the State of Pennsylvania at Might not the navigation of the river be completely C 1 

Wells’ Falls, shall not exceed three feet above the sur- | secured by the construction of an outlet lock above and hig 


face of low water at the head of the Falls. There shall | another below the falls? And in case it should be deem- 
be a sluice in the dam sixty feet wide, and at least tliree ed expedient to establish a communication between 
hundred feet long, or longer if necessary to make ase- | the Delaware and Raritan canal and the Pennsylvania 
cure descending navigation. ‘The walls of the sluice as canal, at this point, would not the upper lock serve, 
well as the dam shal. be made of substantial timber crib- | both to pass the river trade, and effect such a commu- 
work, filled with stones, and the upper end of the | nication? 


sluice walls extending into the dam sha!l be made suf-| We should be pleased to have an estimate of the ex- 

ficiently high to afford an index to watermen of the! pense of all these works. 

channel prepared for them. Boats or other craft as-| Does the Lehigh, in your opinion, afford sufficient 

cending the river shall be admitted into the Pennsylva- | water, at all seasons, to supply the canal from Easton ij 
nia canal, by locks construeted at or near the mouth of | to New Hope? "| 


; : . : : 
Neily’s creek; and the said boats or other craft ascend-| You are,likewise,requested to examine t!e ob-truction 


ing the river shall be let out into the river by a guard | which has been erected at Scudder’s Falls by the Tren- ie 
lock or lift looks at the head of the Falls, free of ex- | ton Delaware Falls company, and inform us, whether ae 
pense. ‘Ihe locks shall be of sufficient capacity to ad-| there is, in your judgment, any mode of restoring the 
mit all boats or other craft which can navigate the | navigation, except by entirely removing the nuisance. 
Pennsylvania canal, A good and sufficient channel There is good reasun to believe that, within the last 
shall be kept open above the dam, of sufficient depth | few weeks, the Delaware and Raritan canal company 
at low water to float said ascending boats or other craft | have caused their feeder, at Bull’s Island, to be deep- 
which may pass from the said canal, to a corresponding | ened a foot or more. If this be true, what will be the 
depth of water in the river, and above the suction of | effect upon the navigation of the river? 
the said sluice, and such a tow path as may be necessa-| The joint commission will meet at Trenton, on Tues- 
ry for this purpose shall be constructed. Such locks, | day the 29th instant: at which time it is expected that 
channel and tow path siall, at all times,be kept in good | your report will be prepared, 
repair by the State of Pennsylvania. i _ By order of the Board of Pennsylvania Commmis- 

Third. The State of New Jersey shall cause the ob- | s!oners. 
structions to the navigation of the river Delaware, at JAMES BUCHANAN, Chairman, 
Scudder’s Falls, which have been placed there by the Epwarp E. Gay, Esq. Engineer. 
Trenton Delaware Falls company, to be removed or oe 
otherwise obviated. MR. GAY’S REPORT. 

Fourth. Nothing herein contained shall be construed Lancasrzn, Oct. 27th, 1834. 
to impair or alter the contract made between the To the Hon. James Bucuanay, 


Caer ay Paar aen aad Mew Jerwy we the twronty- Chairman of Board of Pennsylvania Commissioners 


sixth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and ; . : ’ ; 
thirty-three, except so far as the same is herein de- Sir:—In conformity with your instructions of the 17th 
clared. inst., | have made such examinations as were deemed 


Fifth. This Agreement shall be considered as a necessary, to ascertain the practicability of supplying 


joint compact between the said States, and the citizens | the Pennsylvania canal with water, at Wedl’s Falls, on 


thereof respectively, whenever the Legislatures of the | the Delaware river. ‘The result of which is an assur- 

said States shall severally have passed laws, anproving | ance, that cf is practicable to supply the canal at that 

of and ratifying the same, and shall thereafier forever | place. 

be irrevocable by either of the said contracting parties,| | As my limited time wili not allow me to enter into a 

without the concurrence of the other. | general description of the river at Well’: falls, 1 will 
In witness whereof, we, the Commissioners of the | therefore proceed immediately to describe the mode 

aforesaid States, have set our hands and seals to two | Which appears to me best calculated to obtain the 

instruments of the Agreement, one for each State, at | — supply, without injury to the navigation of the 

the city of Philadelphia, this twenty-second day of No- | "¥&?: 

veel one thousand eight aacinel and thirty-four, | The present dam at the Falls as constructed by the 
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JAMES BUCHANAN, State of Pennsylvania, extends up stream from its con- 


1 i | , * . ‘ 
JOSEPH BURKE, nection with the western shore, at an angle of about 


: twenty degrees deflection fromit. It is proposed to 
ee ee 1 extend this dam two hundred and sixteen feet further 
JOHN M SHE eee up the stream, thence ata right angle with the course 

.% . 4 > ° t : E: ‘ t z 
P. J. STRYKER. of the river, to connect the dam with the Eastern, or 


Jersey shore, leaving a sluice of sixty feet wide in the 
centre or main channel of the river, for the passage of 
COPY OF A LETTER arks, rafts, or other craft, descending the same. 
. ; ' The height of the dam contempl :ted, is two feet above 
Fe er Sent a: Cay Emp the furface of low water mark at the head of the Falls, 
Lancaster, 17th October, 1834. | and its length exclusive of the old dam will be eight 
Dear Sir:—Mr. Kneass, the former engineer of the | hundred (800) feet. 
Commissioners, having made no report concerning the| The sluice is designed to be three hundred feet long, 
practicability of supplying the Pennsylvania canal with | extending parallel with the stream one hundred and 
water from Wells’ Falls; you are hereby requested to] fifty feet above, and the same distance below the dam, 
make an examination of that portion of the river, with | both the sluice and dam, should be formed of substantia} 
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timber crib work, filled with stone, and the upper ends | It may be proper to remark before closing this report, 
ot the sluice walls be made sufficiently bigh, as always | that the eastern end of the proposed dam at Wells’ 





to afford a sure index to the wutermen of the channel | 
prepared forthem. The length of the sluice walls pro- | 
posed, is such, as is calculated to reduce the fall to an 
angle, sufficiently small to admit the descending trade | 
always to pass through with ease and safety. 

The obstacles which nature has interposed at this | 
place, as a barrier to a safe navigation, are such as. in; | 


| 


duces me to believe that I hazard nothing in expressing | 


my opinion, that the dam and sluice proposed, will, | 


if properly constructed, instead of injuring, be a 
decided’ improvement to the descending navigation of 
the Falls. 

The sluice will, by concentrating a much larger por- | 
tion of water than has heretofore flowed in the natural | 
boat channel, enable persons who are ai olf accustomed 
to the river, to pass these falls without the aid of a Pilot, 
which is now considered necessary. Indeed, if the 
proposed dam and sluice should be constructed, it will | 
be effecting a valuable improvement to the river navi- | 
gation at this important point, which the united efforts | 
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey should have accom- 
plished several years ago without reference to its utility 
as a canal feeder. 

I n order to secure to the people, the advantage ofan | 
ascending naviga'ion, it is proposed to connect the | 
canal with the river by a set of combined locks of | 
seventeen feet lift, at or near the mouth of Neely’s | 
creek, about one mile below the proposed dam, which 
will enable the river craft to pass into the canal, from 
whence they can again be returned to the river by the | 
means of an inlet or guard lock which can be con- | 
structed to answer the treble purpose of feeding the | 
canal, of passing the ascending trade, and (if locks are | 
constructed on the Jersey side of the river,) of afford- | 
ing a safe and easy connection with the Raritan and 
Delaware canal, at, or near Lambertsville. 

The Lehigh river has, during the past season, afford- 
ed an ample supply of water for the canal from Easton | 
to Newhope, and | am of opinion that it will always be 
capable of doing so. The time however may come, 
when a more active trade than that of the past season, 
will show the propriety of introducing a feeder to the 
canal, at some point on the Delaware, above Newhope. | 

My examination of the obstruction which has been | 
erected by the Trenton water company, in the river at | 
Scudders’ Falls, enables me to say, that the ncvigation | 
at that place cannot be perfectly restored, except by | 
the removal of the mound which now occupies the ori- | 
ginal boat channel. It may however be considerably | 
improved by the removal of the gravel bar, deposited | 
near the head of the mouud, and by the erection of a 
wing dam from the outside of the present channel to | 
the western shore of the river, which will by accumula- 
ting a greater body of water in the channel lessen the | 
present liability of boats to ground—impediments | 





ever, will always be likely to accumulate at this point, 
and render the pastage of boats difficult, in conse- 
quence of the abrupt termination of the mound, which 
presentsa check to the current at high water, and | 
thereby forms an eddy, the natural consequence of | 
which, is a deposite of sand or gravel in its immediate | 
vicinity. | 

In reference to your inquiry as to the effect upon the 
navigation of the river, by deepening the head of the 





Falls, would terminate on a mound of solid rock, which 
forms the bank of a Raceway belonging to the Raritan 
and D. laware canal company, and that by the construc- 
tion of the dam, the water privilege at that place will be 
materially enhanced in value. 


In the hope that you will excuse this brief and hasty 


| report, consequent upon the limited time allowed me, 


fron other engagements, to prepare it, as well as to 
make the examination. 


I remain, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDW'D. F. GAY, Engineer. 


The estimated cost of the works proposed at Wells* 
Falls, is as follows: 


Dam and sluice walls, $12,690 
Inlet or guard lock, 5,500 
Outlet locks, (of wood, ) 8,900 

Total, $27,000 


E. F. GAY, Engineer. 





To Jonn Senceant, Esquire, of Philadelphia, Josren 
Benker, Esquire, of Easton, and Warten S. Franx- 
tix, Esquire, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Commis- 
sioners appointed by his Excellency the Governor, 
for certain purposes detailed in the law approved the 
10th of April, 1832, and ina supplemental r solution. 


passed by the Legislature of the Commonwealth, Sth 
February, 1853. 


Gentlemen:—In pursuance of the commission above 
named, to employ a competent and disinterested engi- 
near to ascertain the most practical and economical 
manner of supplying the Delaware division of the Penn- 
sylvania canal with water, at or near Wells’ Falls on 
the river Delaware, and from that place to the next 
lock be!ow, and to furnish such plans, specifications 
and estimates as may be deemed necessary for that 
purpose; and of the supplemental resolution, authori- 


| zing said Commissioners, by their engineer, to ascer- 


tain how the obstructions in the river Delaware may be 
obviated, having a due regard to the safe and conveni- 
ent navigation of the river, and the use of the waters 
thereof, for actual or contemplatec. improvements, with- 
out injury to the said navigation: and of a note of in- 
structions from John Sergeant, Esquire, authorizing 
the engineer to extend his examinations above Easton, 
should he deem it necessary to enable him the better 
to report in detail to said commissioners upon the points 
which he is inquiring: —The undersigned, having a due 
sense of the duties which the law and the resolution 
have required, and which are given him in charge by 
the Commissioners, has the honor of laying before you 
the result of his researches and observations on these 
interesting subjects. 

General considerations connected with the subject, 
as wellas information obtained from competent authori- 
ty in the neighborhood, sustained by the opinion of one 
of your body, determined the proper point for the com- 
mencement of the inquiry to be at the junction of the 
Lehigh and the Delaware. Easton was therefore cho- 


Ct sen as the point of commencement for the investiga- 
feeder to the Raritan and Delaware at Bulls’ Island, Iam | tions. 


not prepared to give a satisfac'ory answer. On a visit From Easton to Bull’s Island, a distance of about 


to the point in question, it appeared that the works | thirty miles, there is no serious impediment to the na- 
contemplated by the company at the entrance of the | vigation of the river. Its natural course is obstructed 
feeder were incomplete. 


The arrangement however, | by shoals and rocks, still preserving a channel which 


is one which is calculated to place at the command of 
the company, a large portion of the river during its 
lowest stages—and should the water be drawn through 
the feeder, for any other than navigable purposes, it 
w ould in all probability tend to injure the natural navi- 
gation of the river during low water. 


the experienced waterman readily finds, and in the 
spring of the year, when high waters generally prevail, 
the difficulties are entirely overcome, and a navigation 
is presented free from danger. 

A prominent feature in this portion of the river, is 
Warford or Tumble Falls, The river at this point, has 





1835. ] RIVER DELAWARE. 5 








a mean width of nearly one thousand feet, and falls at 
the rate of 9.36 feet per mile, passing over rocky bot- 
tom; the channel is nearly straight and is easily navi- 
gated; nor is the ascending navigation as difficult here 
as frequently occurs on rivers where the fall is less, 
owing to the counter currents which exist along the 
Jersey shore, occasioned by the peculiar course of the 
river above the head of the falls. 

This point is recommended strongly as the site for a 
feeder for the Delaware division of the Pennsylvania 
canal, which may be effected without injury to the na- 
vigation of the river, by extending a dam from the 
main land tothe foot of Cut-bush Island, and connect- 
ing the other Islands, which continue to the head of the 
falls, by similar works. 

Between the site on the Pennsylvania side of the 
river, where I have recommended the location of a 
feeder for the Delaware division of the Pennsylvania 
canal, and a point on the same shore nearly opposite the 
head of Bull’s Island, it has been suggested that an out- 
let lock should be made, by which the trade of the 
Pennsylvania canal might be drawn off towards the city 
of New York, via. the feeder and the Delaware and 


Raritan canal. In reference to the practicability of 


such a purpose, I have examined the circumstances, 
and find the depth of water, at the lowest stage of the 
river, highly favorable, with other facilities near the 
spot, to sucha scheme, and can be effected without in- 
jury to the navigation of the river, 

The next point of consideration, is at Bull’s Island, 
where the State of New Jersey has authorized impor- 
ant works for the benefit of the Delaware and Raritan 
canal company, of which, a particular notice should be 
taken in this report as intimately touching the spirit 
and letter of instructions under which the undersigned 
is inquiring, to wit: ‘*to have a due regard to the safe 
and convenient navigation of the river.” At this point, 
water is to be abstracted from the riverg to supply the 
trade of the above canal, by a feeder twenty-two anda 
half miles in length, the water line of which is sixty 
feet, bottom width thirty-six feet, depth six feet, anda 
descent of two inches per mile, with one lock of ten 
feet lift. The mean velocity of such a feeder is 10.5 
inches per second, which, multiplied by the area, gives 
252 feet per second. This feeder joins the summit 
level of the main canal near the city of Trenton. 

The main canal, from the point of entering the Dela- 
ware river at Bordenton, to where it enters the Raritan 
river, near New Brunswick, is about forty-four miles in 
length, with a water line of seventy-five feet in width 
and seven feet in depth, bottom width forty-seven feet, 
and is said to be so constructed as to allow of increas- 
ing the water line to eighty feet, and the depth to eight 
feet. It descends from the summit level to the Dela- 
ware at Bordentown, by seven locks of eight feet lift 
each, and into the Raritan near New Brunswick, by a 
like number. The locks are twenty four feet in width, 
and one hundred feet in length in the chamber. 

The greater quantity of water necessary to sustain the 
maximum trade of this canal and feeder, must be taken 
from the Delaware river at the head of Bull’s Island; 
what effect the abstraction of such a quantity of water 
would have on the navigation of the river, it is impossi- 
ble to ascertain with accuracy, owing to the uncertain- 
tv of the data connected with such an inquiry; for it is 
a fact well established, that in no instance has practice 
ever confirmed the theoretical principles given by those 
who have considered the subject of supplying canals 
with water, when evaporation, filtration, and leakage, 
are itemsin the calculation. Therefore, as these and 
other circumstances are unknown, the undersigned is 
constrained to decline declaring what would be the ac- 
tual result, where such vital interests are concerned.— 
He has, however, involved ali the data which were 
within his reach, and tested them with formula applica- 
ble in such cases, and the results have been that the 
river was adequate to the supply, without injury to the 














navigation of the river; but the undersigned has no con- 
fidence in results derived from the involvement of un- 
certain data, he therefore refers the decision nf the im- 
portant question to practice, the sovereign arbiter on 
this occasion. 


From Bull’s Island no obstructions are met with, ina 
distance of seven miles. 

That portion of the river near New Hope, called 
Well’s Falls, is perhaps the most difficult and danger- 
ous part of the navigation; the descent in one mile is 
nearly thirteen feet—the water rushes impetuously over 
and among rocks and shoals, and the channel assumes 
so iregular and tortuaus a course that there is much un- 
certainty in the navigation, and occasional losses of pro- 
perty, even by skilful navigators. This place has fre- 
quently been the subject of consideration, with a view 
of obviating the difficulties so justly complained of; the 
plan proposed has been, in every instance, to form a 
new channel, by removing the rocks, but has never 
been completed; a perseverance in the same scheme is 
recommended as cheaper and more effective than any 
other in obviating the difficulties, as far as the rafting 
trade is interested. Also, that the wing dams and ma- 
chinery be removed which have been erected by the 
state of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of supplying the 
Delaware division of her canals with water. ‘Yo facili- 
tate the ascending and descending boat trade of the 
river, at this point, | recommend that out-let locks be 
constructed at the head and at the foot of the falls, and 
from the Pennsylvania Canal. 

The next serious obstruction occurs at Scudder’s 
Falls; the works erected at this place, by the authority 


of the State of New Jersey, have encroached upon the 
main channel to such an extent as seriously to interrept 


the navigation ofthe river. By the erection of a protec- 


tion wall tothe Trenton water works, more than one 
half of the river channel has been closed, and the re- 
maining portion has been so far filled witk deposit from 


the river, occasioned by counter currents produced by 
the erection of said wall, as to prevent in the ordinary 


state of the stream, the free passage of the river craft; 


with a full load, boats are necessarily obliged to be 
lightened, on arriving at this point, by transferring a 


part of their cargo to other vessels, at the expense of 


much time and labor, to enable them to proceed on 


their voyage. 


The removal of all the works which have been erect- 


ec by the Trenton water company, in this vicinity, is 
the only method of regaining the use of the old channel, 
and thus restoring to Pennsylvania the original and 
unalienated right to afree and undiminished navigation 
of the river; but the undersigned deemed it within his 


province to seek for an alternative to so extensive a sa- 
crifice, and his examinations have led to the belief, that 


a new and efficient channel may be opened, by damin 

the inferior outlet, between Duer’s and Slack’s Islands, 
to four feet in height, and clearing a water course 
through the shoals which extend from Duer’s to the 
main channel, at the foot of Slack’s Island. As the 
necessity of this expedient has resulted from works au- 


thorized by the State of New Jersey, and the advinta- 
ges of which accrue to her alone, she would appear 
bound to obviate the difficulties; and as they are of a 
very serious Character, should be required toaccomplish 
it without delay. Until this new channel be formed, 
it is recommended that the deposit be removed from 
the remaining portion of the old channel, as a means of 
relieving, insome degree, the suffering trade of the 
river. 

From Scudder’s Falls to tide water the river naviga- 
tion has no obstructions; the wing dams which have 
been erected here from either side of the river 
have tended much to the improvement of the channel. 

No report upon the navigable improvement of the 
Delaware would attain its end without some remarks 
insisting upon the propriety, nay necessity, of keeping 
that noble stream always open and unimpaired for the 
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the same number of boats should simultaneously arrive 
at the head and foot of each level. To compensate 
however f. r a deviation from this mode of arrivals, and 
for the variation in the lilt of the locks, an addition of 
one fourth of alock full is deemed sufficient, giving 
three-fourths of a lock full of water for each boat as the 
whole quantity expended by lockage. 

The time expended in locking, upon the supposition 
that arrivals occur simultaneously at the head and foot 
of the lock, is estimated at eight boats per hour—th's 
multiplied by the mean expense of water (three-fourths 
of a lock full) gives six locks full per hour as the maxi- 
mum navigation. The prism of the lift of the locks 


out its original course. Although the undersigned will 
not attempt to controvert the opinion, somewhat en- 
thusiastically expressed by a great projector, that 
rivers were intended to feed canals, yet it may be doubt- 
ed whether the dictum be altogether true, more es- 
pecially when referring to such extensive water courses 
as the Delaware. The wisdom which would drain its 
present bed for the purpose of supplying a lock navi- 
gation, however extended or perfect, might well be 
questioned by an indifferent observer, and would cer- 
tainly engender discontent among a numerous portion 
of our fellow-citizens who rely upon it as the most di- 
rct and facile highway, to a market for their produc- | between Easton and New Hope, contains seven thou- 
tions. A main staple of the upper country, watered by | sand eight hundred and fifty cubic feet, three-fourths 
this stream and its tributaries, is of a description that | of which, or five thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
will bear no other means of transportation to its cus- | eig'st cubic feet, by the estimate above would be re- 
tomary market, than the open natural course hereto- | quired foreach boat, consequently the demand on the 
fore alwaysin use for that purpose, and on no consid- | Lehigh would be 192 X 5,888 = 1,130,496 cubic feet 
eration should the descending navigation be at all ob- | in twenty-four hours. 

structed; should the time ever arrive when it would be | £vapora/ion is estimated at one cubic foot per minute 
necessary to resort to canal navigation for the transport | on each one hundred thousand square feet. 

of lumber from the interior, itis presumed that the | Filtration is an item that depends on so many contin- 
transport of it to New York, through the Delaware and | gencies that it is difficult to arrive at its precise quanti- 
Hudson canal, would be so much more advantageous, jty. The amount of loss frum this source on the New 
than by the Delaware division of the Pennsy!vania ca. | York canal, which has forty feet water line, and four 
nal, as to deprive the State of Pennsylvania of almost | feet depth, was rather exceeding one hundred cubic 
the whole of that natural staple of her uncleared fur. | feet per mile, per minute, for the few first years after 
ests. the introduction of the water; the banks however have 

In estimating the importance of preserving the navi- | become compact, and the bottom tighter, by pud- 
gation of this stream unimpaired, it should be kept | dling, consequently filtration considerably lessened, Atl 
constantly in view that for several weeks in the spring | new canals are subject to more or less loss by filtration, 
it is available ear/ier than the canal, and continues open | depending on the quality of the soil through which they 
in the fall a still longer period: and these considerations | pass and of which the banks are constructed; in pro- 
should alone induce a reasonable degree of caution in | cess of time however these become more solid, and 
advancing any project having a tendency to deteriorate | leakage on this account decreases. In the instance of 
its native powers of transportation. the Delaware division of the Pennsylvania canal, which 

In connection with the foregoing views relative to | unfortunately passes through soil of so loose andporous 
the navigation of the Delaware, the subject of supply- | a quality asto require a very long time to attain solidi- 
ing the Delaware division of the Pennsylvania canal | ty, although the banks axe becoming more solid from 
with a sufficient quantity of water to sustain its maxi- | age and repairs, whichare constantly going on, still we 
mum trade, has been carefully examined, and a suita- | find the loss on this canal to amount to eight hundred 
ble consideration given to its importance. and fifty-six cubic feet per mile, per minute,an amount 

The scheme of reducing the level of that portion | much greater than has ever come within my observa- 
which extends from New Hope to the first lock below | tion. We have therefore for the item of filtration forty- 
has the following reasons opposing such a measure. | three mislions one hundred and forty-two thousand cu- 
First, the time necessary to effect such a purpuse is , bic feet as the loss in twenty-four hours, 
too long. Second, the delays to the trade on the ca-| While upon this subject | beg leave to remark, that 
nal would be too serious an inconvenience to the citi- | all observations and experiments which have been 
zens, and loss of revenue to the State; and third, the | Made upon evaporation and filtration on canals, esta- 
canal would be incomplete, as far as a supply of water | blishing principles for obtaining results to aid the en- 
is concerned, as the deficiency which exists between ! gineer in his practical operations, have not enabled him 
New Hope and Black’s eddy would not be provided | to arrive at exactitude; the series of observations made 
for. under one set of circumstances cannot apply but where 

The required dimensions of the Delaware division | similar conditions exist, and that perhaps can never oc- 
of the Pennsylvania canal are, water line forty feet, | cur. Should the results be adopted which have been 
depth five feet, bottom width twenty five feet; with | obtained from practice, with an allowance for the dif- 
lock chambers cleven feet by ninety-five feet! ferences that exist, there never can be any other than 

From Easton to New Hope, the distance now sup- | an approximation to prcbability ; for in no instance per- 
plied by the Lehigh, is thirty-five miles, the average | haps has practice ever but very remotely confirmed the 
lift of the locks is 7.4 feet, nearly, and the maximum | theoretical principles which have been established by 
trade is assumed at one hundred and ninety-two boats | all authors upon Hydraulics, for ascertaining the sup- 
in twenty-four hours, each boat requiring three-fourths | ply of water tor canals, when evaporation and filtration 
of a lock full. are items of consideration. 

The estimate of the quantity of water requisite for | Leskage at locks is also an item that should enter in- 
lockage is based upon the following data. ‘Theory | to the calculation, and in this instance would be amply 
determines that one lock full of water will carry a| provided for at five hundred and fifty cubic feet per 
boat from the head of the canal to its termination; and | minute. ‘The estimated amount of water required by 
that the return boat, if immediately following, will re- | the canal from Easton to New Hope in twenty-four 
quire one lock full at each lock: there being eighteen | hours will be as follows: 


locks in the distanee from Easton to New Hope, one Lockage, 1,130,496 
boat would expend eighteen locks full to arrive at the Evaporation,. 106,560 
head of the canal; this amount, added to the expendi-| Leakage and Locks, 792,000 
ture of water for the descending trade, is equal to Filtration, 43,142,400 


os 


nineteen locks full of water; a mean of which is 9.5 —_ 
45,171,456 or 31,369 cubic feet 


locks full of water for each boat passing the eighteen 
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locks up and down; this mean allowance supposes that per minute. 
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Easton passes into the canal through six valve gates two | cubic feet per minute, 
fect square, each, with a head of three feet six inches, | age are already partially estimated as supplied from the 
and three culverts four feet square, each, eight feet in| Lehigh: these, therefore, with the surplusage of six 
lergth, with a head of two feet six inches; from this | thousand three hundred and eighteen cubic feet, must 
data the quantity afforded in twenty-four hours is forty- | be deducted, which will leave three thousand nine hun- 
four million nine hundred and ninety-two thousand five | dred and eighty six cubic feet per minute to be taken 
hundred and twelve, or thirty thousand six hundred | in at Black’s Eddy. And, to make ample allowance 
and fifteen cubic feet per minute; the deficiency | for contingencies, provision should be made in the con- 
therefore is seven hundrred and fifty-four cubic feet per | struction of the feeder for one thousand cubic feet 
minute, or one million eighty-five thousand seven hun- | more, giving therefore such dimensions as will admit 
dred and sixty cubic feet in twenty-four hours. This | four thousand nine hundred and eighty-six cubic feet 
amount of deficit is corroborated by the fact of there | per minute being introduced. 
being but four feet water at New Hope, when the A feeder may be constructed near Black’s Eddy, 
whole of the water of the Lehigh at its lowest stage | which shall have at all times certainly a head of 4,25 
passes into the canal, which is at the time the business of | feet, (above the guard gate, ) measuring from the cen- 
the canal is greatest. ‘There is a small stream taken in tre of the valve opening to the water line of the dam. 
as a feeder ten miles below Euston, but the quantity of | ‘To effect which, adam must be built from the main 
water which it affords when a supply is must needed, | shore, ten feet in height, to the foot of Cutbush Is- 
is so small as not to be worthy of estimating. land; and the openings between Cutbush and Brag and 
It being ascertained both by theory and experience, | Brag and Gondola Islands, be damed to the level of 
that the Lehigh is insufficient to supply not only the | the main dam; also that a wing dam be extended from 
maximum trade assumed for the canal, but even an ap-| the head of Gondola Island to the head ofthe falls, 
proximation to it, the point at which a re-supply is re- | two feet in height at the island, and terminating on a 
quired must be considered. level with low water mark atthe head of Tumble 
From Easton to the foot of lock No. 13, the distance | Falls. Upon this plan we may safely calculate that the 
is twenty-seven miles, the average lift of locks is 5.58 | water in the dam will never be less than six inches 


feet, nearly; the prism therefore contains five thousand | above the water line of the canal at the foot of lock 
seven hundred and seventy cubic feet; the amount due | No. 13. 
tu lockage will be 





; The minimum size of a feeder is ascertained to be 
4,358 X 192 = 830,976 cubic ft. in 24 hours. | 25.5 feet water line, sixteen feet bottom, five feet 





Evaporation, 83,520 | depth, and one and three-fourth milesin length, with 
Filtration, 33,281,200 | three and a half inches fall per mile, which will deliv- 
Leakage at locks, 792,000 | er into the canal, in twenty-four hours, the quantity of 


water required through four valve openings, twenty- 
34,987,776 or 24,297 cubic feet | four inches square each. 


per minute. | In conclusion, | beg leave to remark that no fear 
Upon a comparison with the amount of water to be | need be apprehended of the navigation of the river be- 
derived from the Lehigh with the quantity required for | i 


| ing impaired by this improvement; for the canal re- 
the trade upon the canal from the Lebigh at Easton to | quires a less quantity of water than now passes between 
Black’s eddy at the foot of lock No. 13, | perceive a/ the islands just mentioned and the Pennsylvania shore. 
surplus of six thousand three hundred and eighteen | That part of the river being damed by this improvement, 
feet per minute, which would extend the trade of the | the surplus water would pass down the main channel 
canal a short distance further, but as Tumble falls is the | on the east side of the river, by which its condition for 
only scite in the vicinity where a feeder can be eco- | navigable purposes would be improved. ‘hat under 
nomicaily and permanently constructed, it strongly re- | existing circumstances, it is impossible to keep in the 
cominends itself for that purpose; it was therefore | canal, either at New-Hope or at Bristol, a greater 


ceemed indispensable to ascertain the quantity of water | depth than four feet; and ifa break occur within ten 


that the canal will require from this point to Bristol, | miles of Easton, where it has most frequently occurred, 


and the dimensions of the dam, and the minimum size | the water is charged from the canal below the break, 
of the feeder that will convey the amount of water sup- | so as to stop the navigation insix hours. It requires 
plied at the lowcst condition of the waters of the river | from four to six days to repair the breach; and, when 
Delaware. repaired, several days to fill the canal us far as New- 

The circumstances of that portion of the canal from} Hope. The feeder now proposed would obviate these 
Black’s eddy to New Hope are nearly the same as they | important difficulties, as it would be taken in ata point 
are from Black’s eddy to Easton; the estimates are con- | to which a supply of five feet of water could be ob- 
sequently based upon the same data, while on the re-| tained from Easton in twenty-four hours, leaving the 
maining portion of the line the item of filtration is less, | residue of the lossto be made up in the same time by 
because the soil through which it passes secures the | this feeder, which would be competent to such supply. 
banks and bottom a more speedy solidity. An estimate of the cost of the proposed feeder at 


From the foot of lock No, 13 to Bristol is thirty-three | Black’s eddy; the map of the river from Easton to tide 
miles, with fifteen locks, the average lift of which is 


| water; and the maps of head of the Delaware and 
7.12 feet, nearly, giving for cubic contents of the prism | Raritan canal feeder; the proposed feeder for the 
seven thousand five hundred and sixty cubic feet. ‘he | Pennsylvania canal; the maps of Well’s falls and Scud- 
demand, therefore, for lockage, estimated as in pre-! der’s falls, in detail are herewith presented. 
vious calculations, will be In the fulfilment of the duties which you have bern 
5670 X 192, 1,088,640 | pleased to commit to his charge, the undersigned has 
Filtration, 856 cubic feet per mile per endeavoured to avail himseif uf every information within 
minute to New Hope, a distance of his reach,and of all the data that appertain to an inquiry 
eight miles, 9,861,120! ofso much importance. The difficulties which appear 
Filtration on the remaining distance, upon that portion of the Delaware division of the Penn- 
(twenty-five miles) at 142 teet per mile sylvania canal to which your instructions have drawn 
per minute, 5,112,000 the attention of the undersigned, could not have been 
Evaporation, 100,800 | foreseen by those under whose charge it was construct- 
Leakage at locks, 792,000 | ed, they being among those errors which are always, 
| and unavoidably associated with the primary efforts of 
16,954,560 | magnificent enterprises, and which ever have in their 
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practical operations, developments of difficulties, the 
correction of which always wait upon their appearance; 
therefore, any criticisms are invidious, supererogatory 
and unavailing. But as the duties of the undersigned 
have reference only to the means by which these diffi- 
culties can be obviated; he has accordingly directed 
his inquiries to the consideration of such plans as will 
secure the point of his instructions. In what he has sug- 
gested, he has had an eye to practicability as weil 
as economy; he has been under the constant conviction 
of a general tendency to error in all human operations, 
and has accordingly felt more than ordinary solicitude 
in prosecuting his inquiries on this important subject, 
and enjoined on himself a caution and circumspection 
commensurate with the character of his appointment, 
he assures the authorities he has the honor of addres- 
sing, that although fully aware of high professional re- 
sponsibility devolved upon him, and of the falibility of 
all human calculations he feels not the more reluctance, 
or less confidence in submitting the result of his iabors, 
Respectfully submitted, 
SAM’L H. KNEASS, 
Civil Engineer, 


Estimated cost of the Feeder at Black’s Eddy. 


For the Delaware Division of the Pennsylvania ca- 
nal—Dam at Cutbush Island. 


400 Feet long, 12 feet high, at 9 dollars 
per foot, _ $3,600 00 

500 Perches of masonry at 5 dollars per 
perch, 2,500 00 

1,800 Cubic yards of gravel at 30 cents per 
. yard, 540 00 

38,128 Cubic yards of excavationat 12 cents 
per yard, 4,575 36 

38,128 Cubic yards of embankment at 18 
cents per yard, 6,863 04 


18,992 Cubic yards of excavation at 25 cents 
per yard, 

Perches slope wall at 1 dollar per 
perch, 

Aqueduct at Tohicon, 


Guard gate complete, 


4,748 
2,000 
2,000 00 


1,500 00 
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itinexpedient, The Legislature defines the crime and 
prescribes the punishment; the Judiciary administer the 
law by trial and judgment, and the executive is bound 
to execute the judgment, and therefore to the Execu- 
ive isgiven by the constitution the power of extending 
mercy to the criminal by granting him “a pardon or 
| reprieve.” The extent of the power of each depart- 
'ment is thus marked out by the constitution, and it is 
|} atleast questionable, whether a law commuting the 
| punishment of aconvicted and sentenced offender would 
not be an arrogation of powers which beiong properly 
| to the Judiciary and Executive. It would be a reversal 
of the judgment of the court, and a new judicial sen- 
tence by Legislative enactment. It may be further re- 
marked, that, although we have been exercising the 
powers conferred by the constitution for forty-four 
| years, this is the first time that an attempt has been 
| made to claim the interference of the Legislature in this 
way, and it may be fairly inferred that the general 
| opinion of the people has been that no such power ex- 
| isted. Undoubtedly, the Legislature cannot by law 
either increase or diminish the power of the Executive 
on the subject of granting or refusing pardons, and any 
law passed could amount to little more than a recom- 
mendation of mercy. But, without entering into these 











) questions further, the committee deem it highly inex- 


| pedient to make a precedent which will be calculated 
| to cover their tables with applications for the interfer- 
| ence of the Legislature in every case where a criminal 
_or his friends msy consider his sentence a hard one.— 
| So easy is it, after the horror and consequent indigna- 
\ tion of the public, at the commission of a great crime, 
{has subsided to excite the sympathies of the humane 
|and tender-hearted, that in a popular assembly the 
/chance of escape from punishment would render the 
law no longer a terror to evil doers, So strongly was 
| this found to be the case in the State of New York, that 
the power to pardon and commute punishments, which 
'had been conferred on the Legislature, by the consti- 
, tution of 1777, was taken from it by the convention of 


00 | 1821; and this convention, in which were some of the 
| ablest jurists in the Union, refused to give the power of 
| commutation to the Governor. 
2,000 00 | punishment which furnishes the strongest protection of 


It is the certainty of 


| the community against the commission of crime. The 
| 


—— | lives and property of the people would be jeoparded 


28,326 40 } by incieasing the chance of escape of the wicked and 


Add 15 per cent. for contingencies and su- 
perintendence, 


$32,575 40 


SAM’L H. KNEASS, 
Civil Engineer. 


Whole cost of feeder, 


Philadelphia, 2d April, 1854, 
( To be continued.) 


REPORT, 
Of the Committee on the Judiciary System, 


The Committee on the Judiciary System, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Bucks 
County, praying for the passage ofa law commuting 
the punishment of Joseph Blundin, lately convicted 
of murder in the first degree, and now under sentence 
of death—Report, 


That they have given the subject all that grave con- 
sideration, which the short time allowed to them would 
permit; and have come to the conclusion that the Le- 
gislature has or has not the constitutional power to 
pass such a law as that prayed for, it may not be im. 
proper to suggest the reasons which the committee think 
render the power at least doubtful, and the exercise of 


4,249 00 | altered; but till then let the law take its course, 


If our criminal code is too severe, let it be 

We 
all know that the life of no man will be taken away in 

| Pennsylvania, if there is the slightest doubt of his guilt. 

| He has every protection which the strongest feelings of 

| humanity and the strongest prejudice against capital 
punishment can give him, that his life is safe unless his 
guilt is made clear and manifest, and when he is con- 
victed, it may be truly said that *‘ mercy to the criminal 
is cruelty to the state.” He still, however, has his re- 
sort to the Executive, if there does remain or is after- 
wards discovered any circumstance which would render 
his punishment cruel, improper or unnecessary. 

The Committee have not entered into an examination 
of the merits of the case submitted to them, nor would 
it be possible for them to do so. It has been tried by 
the proper tribunals, ‘The Grand Jury, Petit Jury, and 
the court, have passed upon the crime of the offender 
aftera full and carefulinvestigation. He has been con- 
victed by the Jury, a new trial refused by the court, 
and sentence of death pronounced upon him. There 
is no remedy for him except in the hands of the Execu- 
tive. If even the right existsin the Legislature to in- 


profligate. 


| 


terfere, the Committee are of opinion that such inter- 
ference would be highly inexpedient, and lead to 
consequences deeply injurious to the best interests of 
society. . 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject. 
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He not only concurred fully and entirely in the views 
taken by the committee, but he went further, and 
while he asserted the palpable inexpediency of in- 
terfering here, he denied emphaticaliy the constitu- 


The resolution appended to the report made by the | tional power of the Legislature to grant the relief 
committee on the Judiciary System, in the case of prayed for. Ithas no more right under the constitu- 
Joseph Blundin, being under consideration, Mr Har- | tion to loosen the rope from this wretched man’s throat, 


rison moved to amend it by striking out all after 
the word ‘‘Resolved,” and inserting as follows: 


than it has to appoint the Judge whotried him. The 
prerogative of mercy is no part of our prerogative. 


“That the Committee be instructed to bring in a/ It is lodged elsewhere, and it is lodged beyond our 


bill in accordance with the views expressed by the pe- 
titioner.” 

Mr. Harrison, said he introduced this amendment in 
accordance with the wishes of a large number of his 
constituents; men of the highest respectability who be- 
lieved, and honestly believed what isset forth in their | 
petition to the legislature, that at the time Joseph 
Blundin committed the act for which he has been sen. | 
tenced to death, he was not in asound state of mind. 
The unfortunate individual was born and brought up 
in his vicinity; he hasa family consisting of a wife and 
several children, and a general feeling pervades that 
community, that he should become the object of leg- 
islative mercy. In addition to these wishes in bebalf | 
of Joseph Blundin, a general feeling was manifested in | 
favour of the abolishment of capital punishment -in all | 
cases, and-he was glad to perceive that the subject was 
likely to engage the attention ofthe House, and would | 
probably be acted upon during the present session. = 
then, itis intended to passa law during the present 
session, abolishing capital punishment, he could not | 
see how any ill effects could arise from extending the | 
benefits of such a law to the unfortunate person in | 
whose behalf the petition reported was presented. | 
That report did not deny absolutely the constitution- 
ality of legislative action upon the subject, and he 





} 


reach. 


It will be said that this is not a praver for special 
pardon and commutation, but for a general act, au- 
thorizing the Governor in all cases of capital convic- 
tion, to commute if he thinks proper. But it will not 
be pretended that this general enactment is not to ap- 
ply to Blundin’s case.. The pctitions are petitions for 
commutation, founded on the special circumstances of 
his gase, and it is both in fact and in profession a peti- 
tion for the special benefit of this individual, and no- 
thing more. Now, were there ne other objection, this 
would be a fatal one, an: it was contrary to a common 
sense of right and wrong,to pass a retroactive law in 
a matter of criminal justice, by which an adjudged 
criminal who finds every legitimate avenue of escape 
shut against him; who has had his jury and his Judge, 
an honest tribunal and a merciful Executive to appeal 
to—who has pleated his cause while it was matter of 
doubt,and since it has become matter of conviction, 
when he finds every appeal vain, comes to the power 
that made the law which he has confessedly violated, 
and asks that it may, be repealed because he has bro- 
ken it. No one Mr R. said, would impute to hima 
wish to limit the proper power of remission, or to ob- 
struct the access of this poor creature to the proper 


| fountain of mercy. He would in all cases leave mercy 


hoped that if it was not unconstitutional to pass a law } to have full sway in the mind of him to whom the con- 


of this kind, something might be done in compliance | 


with the wishes of the petitioners. 
After Mr, Harrison had concluded, Mr. W. B. Reed, 
rose. 
Mr. Reed, (of the city) said that it had occurred to | 
him when the memorials on which this Report is found- | 
ed, were presented by the gentleman from Bucks 
that, let the decision of the committee be what it might, | 
there would ultimately be presented a question of | 
painful interest, for the decision of the House. He } 
never supposed that any action of the committee | 
would finally determine it. Ifthe report were adverse | 
to the prayer of the memorialist, the gentlemen whose | 
constituents were so deeply interested in this subject, | 
would not certainly acquiesce in it. It had resulted | 
precisely as he anticipated, and every member who 
had reflected on it, must have realized the new re-| 
sponsibility, which the decision of such a question | 
created. It was painful because it was new. Its effect | 
was to give the members of this House a semi-judicial | 
character which no one would willingly assume.—aAll 
this was the natural consequence of such applications, | 
‘They may, andin this instance, did originate in the | 
kindest and best of impulses, but it was mistaken kind- | 
ness to nurse the hope of the adjudged criminal by ex- | 
pedients of mercy —it was mistaken kindness that had | 
sent their memorials here, and it would be the worst 
of policy for the house to entertain them. If the mer | 
cy seat is ever to be transferred hither, the Legisla- | 
ture will be incessantly, as it now is, wandering from | 
its appropriate course ofaction and wildly assuming | 
the powers and prerogatives of other departments of | 
the government. Knowing as hedid that this case of | 
Blundin’s did not stand alone but would be, if the ap- 
plication succeeds, the forerunner of others equally 
plausible, he was glad it had been brought early to the | 
attention of the Ifouse, and hoped that the Legislature, 
adhering steadfastly to its own prescribed,duties, would 
by its immediate action on this case, put all such ap: | 
plications at rest, now and forever. 
Vor. XV. 2 





stitution has confided it. He had no doubt of its hon- 
est exercise,but where is the security that laws vive us, 
if, when the moment of enforcing their sanction comes, 
they are tobe repealed or altered, or modified, (for it 
is allthe same.) It may be a bloody law that brings 
this prisoner to his doom, but it will be a far bloodier 
law that alters or annuls it now. It may be a bloody 
and a barbarous law, but ¢f is the law. It isthe law 
this prisoner is adjudged to have violated—it is the law 
which has hurried to a grave of infamy many a guilty 
man before him. It is the law which till repealed we 
believe to be our security—and, as the law, we ask 
that it may be sacred and inviolate. 


Mr. Reed said he objected to a concession of this 
kind for another reason. The constitution has placed 
the pardoning power solely in the hands of the Execu- 
tive. There is not the least reason to suppose that the 
Executive deems this a proper case for our special in- 
terference. If the facts set forth in the petitions are 
true, Blundin is at least technically innocent, and though 
it was easy to believe that his total release might bea 
matter of regret, yet it would be an insultto the Execu- 
tive to suppose that under such circumstances he 
would hesitate as to what was his duty. Ifthe gover- 
nor thinks this man innocent he will pardon him—if 
he doubts, he will reprieve him. But so far as this 
House knows, he neither disbelieves nor doubts; yet 
we, from whom the pardoning power is taken away, 
are called on to volunteeran int rference and say to 
the Executive, though you and not we, have the pow- 
er to pardon and remit—though the responsibility of 
pardoning the guilty or punishing the innocent is on 
you and not us, yet we will interfere and you shall 
neither execute nor dispense with the law—we the leg- 
islature will make, interpret and execute the !aws at 
once. 

Mr. Reed proceeded to argue in detail against the 
constitutional capacity of the Legislature to interpose. 
He contidently submitted to the candid cons.deration 
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of th’s House, whether after trial and judgment, there | tablished upon the broad basis laid down by the con- 
is any other dispensing power known to the Constitu- | stitution itself. But whilst he belleved in the power of 
tion but the Governor’s.—A law is made defining an | the legislature to interfere, not only ina general man- 
offence and prescribing a penalty, there is an interpre-)} ner, but also in reference to this special case his opin- 
tation anda judgment, nothing remains but its execu-| ion were equally clear and decided that it would be 
tion according to the law; and whether that execution | both improper and impolitic for the legislature to inter- 
shal! be enforced or not, is left expressly and exclu- | fere, in this instance, with what had been done under 
sively tothe Governor. Shall the Legislature come | the sanction of the existing laws. Upon this point his 
forward, and say, though the people authorized us to | sentiments coincided entirely with those expressed in 
make penal laws, but gave us no authority to withhold} so ab’e a manner by the gentleman from the city, 
their application to special cases as casual exceptions--- | (Mr. Reed,) and no remarks which he could a 
Though that is given to another—though Judges have | could add force to the reasons already advanced by 
interpreted and applied them—though the Executive | that gentleman against the desired interference. One 
is ready to enforce them, it shall at once be changed, thing more, however,. struck him in relation to this 
and, though the prisoner has been convicted of murder | matter, which he would state before he sat down, 
in the first degree of which the punishment is death, | which was, that inasmuch as the people of Bucks coun- 
we willtry him anew so faras the sentence is concern- | ty have asked for the commutation of the punishment of 
ed, and pardon him so far as his life isinvolved. This} this individual, and would rather run the hazard of 
is a kind of judicial and executive legislation unknown to having him let loose upon society, than see him exe- 
the constitution. Nor could it be enforced; for were | cuted, the circumstance strongly enforces the necessity 
sucha law passed asis here prayed for, and Blundin | of a general law upon the subject. In his opinion, 
were to be imprisoned for life, such a new penalty of | crime was increased by the severity of the punishment, 
legislative infliction could not be enforced four a single | and he rejoiced that the attention of the legislature was 





hour, and the guilty would escape by the aid of judi- 
cial process. 


It is essential to keep the action of distinct constitu- 
tional powers apart. It is right to legislate for all 
rather than for one; to legislate, as the injunction of 
the constitution requires, not for the past but for the 
future. It was wholly unnecessary to refer to the 
merits of the case as stated in the petition, or to any 
peculiar claims on sympathy and commiseration. If 
this man had been unjustly condemned and should 
be unjustly punished, the blood of the innocent 
would not be onthe legislature. He hoped that the | 
amendment would not prevail, butthat the resolution re- 
ported would be adopted and the committee discharged. 


Mr. Lacock, agreed with the gentleman from Phil- 
delphia, (Mr Reed,) fully as to the inexpediency of 
interfering with the due administration of justice, but | 
he did not agree with him in opinion that the legisla- | 
ture had not power to pass an act to save the condemn- | 
ed criminal from his doom. The constitution certainly 


now likely to be engrossed by the question of the en- 
tire abolition of capital punishment, because it was one 
which called loud!y for their consideration and action: 
And although he could not vote for the amendment of 
the gentleman from Bucks, (Mr. Harrison,) he did not 
dispute the right cf the legislature to commute the pun- 
ishment, and he hoped that a general law would be 
passed to do away capital punishment. He wished it 
to be expressly understood, from along experience 
and careful observation of the penal laws, of this com- 
monwealth, he was strongly desirous that this law of 
blood should be blotted from the statute book, and 


that a perpetual or limited imprisonment should be 


substituted. 
The following resolution wasthen offered by Mr. 
Ayres, as an amendment: Dee 
‘Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to bring in a bill empowering the Gover- 
nor or courts of justice to commute the sentence of 
death.” 


Mr. Ayres sustained his resolution at considerable 


gave them that power, and if they were disposed to | length, and contended that as the government is di- 
exercise it, there were no obstacles interposed to pre- | vided into three branches, the Executive, Legislative 
vent that exere seof it. There was no penal law upon | and Judicial, and that each department had its proper 
the statute book which they had not a right to annul | limits, the action of the legislature in this case, would 
or repeal; and if they were to passa law abolishing | bean infringement upon the province of the judiciary. 
cap'tal punishment entirely, including any persons who | The House in his opinion, had no legal right to intere 
might have been reprieved by the Governor but not | fere to save the prisoner in whose behalf its interference 
pardoned, that law would be a binding one, and, such | has been asked, especially if the sentence designed to 
individuals so reprieved, could not afterwards be ex-! be warded off was passed in conformity with justice. 
ecuted. The passage of a law providing for the aboli-| fo the executive belongs the power of a pardon ora 


tion of capital punishment, would deprive the Gover- | 
nor, entirely, of the power to execute, pardon or re- | 
prieve the criminal sentenced under laws which had a | 
prior existence, and whilst it would take from the ex- | 
ecutive this power, it would also destroy the sentence | 
of the court: and if either a general or special law 
were passed by the legislature which would go to 
abolish capital punishment, it would then become _ne- 
cessary to make provision for such as had been found | 
guilty of offences under a former law. He believed ' 
that the legislature possessed such powers, and that | 
they were strictly in accordance with the views of the 
legislature of 1794, by whom the penal code of Penn- 
sylvania was revised and modified, and who, by an act 
passed at that session, gave those sentenced to death 
under former laws, a right to choose between the pun- 
ishments inflicted by the old or the new laws. That 
the legislature possesses the power of commuting the 
punishment of death into any milder punishment they 
may regard as advisable, he did not doubt, and in his 
view, the power thus vested in the legislature, was 
shared equally by the executive who had the right to re- 
prieve or pardon offenders; and that authority was es- | 





reprieve, and if the facts of the case were not of such 
a nature as to justify the verdict of the jury, and the 
sentence which followed that verdict, the Executive 
could interpose, and save the criminal from the action 
of the law. At any rate, he did not doubt, that if the 
case was one which called for and would justify the 
interference of the Governor, that officer would sus- 
pend the operation of the sentence until the legislature 
had decided whether capital punishment ought to be 
abolished or net. He did not think that the carrying 
into effect of the law which required the blood of the 
criminal, was productive of any good effects; on the 
contrary, the place of execution too frequently became 
the theatre for the enactment of every species of vice 
and crime. ‘To punish by imprisonment, and to make 
that punishment the certain doom of he offender, 
whilst it would be a more mild, would, he thought, be 
at the same time a more effectual preventative of the 
commission of crime; and according to his view, much 
good would arise to the community, from the passage 
ofa law which would do away capital punishment alto- 
gether, and place in the hands of the executive, or the 
courts of justice, the power of commuting that punish- 
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ment for life, or for a limited term of years. Mr. 
Ayres made some further remarks, and was followed by 

Mr. Walker, who said he did not understand that the 
question now was whether capital punishment should or 
should not be abolished, it was only on the adoption or 
rejection of the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Dauphin, (Mr. Ayres.) When that question shall 
arise, a diversity of opinion will doubtless exist, and it 
would require stronger arguments than any he had that 
dav heard to be urged in favor of sucha bill, to gain 
for it the votes of a very considerable number of mem- 
bers. According to his view, the question now was 
whether the Governor can or ought to be vested with 
power to commute capital punishment, and from the 
decision made by the House upon the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Bucks, (Mr. Harrison, ) 
it would appear that we cannot constitutionally pass a 
law commuting capital punishment, and if such a law 
cannot constitutionally be passed by the House, how 
can it delegate to the Governor a power which it cannot 
possess itself. ‘Whe vote just taken has shown that the 
House coes not think the passage of such a law as com- 
ing within the limits ef its powers, and of course, it is 
equally incapable of delegating the same powers to 
either the executive or courts of justice. He was fol- 
lowed by 

Mr. ‘I’. S. Smith, who rose to make a few remarks on 
the subject before the House. The vote just taken 
has disposed of the question in the case of Joseph 
Blundin, He fully concurred in the decision of the 
House. No legislation intended to meet special cases 
should be encouraged. All the evils stated in the re- 
port of the committee, and many more would result 
trom opening the doors of the legislature to applica- 
tions of that kind. No individual would relinquish the 
hope of lite till the last effort was made to save it, aid 
the criminal would in every case be transferred from 
the bar, after a conviction by his peers and the judg: 
ment of the law, to the halls of the legislature, to seck 
a new trial anda milder sentence. But the vote just 
taken, had established a precedent, which he hoped, 
would be followed forever hereafter, He hada strong 
repugnance to the passage of special acts of grace and 

_ Mercy. They tend todraw from a just judgment the 
convicted felon, and to substitute a partial hearing, a 
hasty and imperfect trial, a defective examination, with 
all the amiable weaknesses of human nature; and the 
danger of corrupt influence, in the place of their de- 
liberate procedure; the inflexible but merciful strict- 
ness of acourt, and careful investigation of a jury. But 
the subje& introduced by the motion to amend, made 
by the gentleman from Dauphin, is the project of a 
gencral law not applicable to the case of Joseph B'un- 
din, nor to any one now under sentence of death. His 
case and the other which has been mentioned, may 
serve to illustrate the present argument, and are cases 
in point to establish the justice and humanity of enact- 
ing alaw, by which the Govornor might be authorized, 
when a proper case is proved by subsequent disclosures, 
to inflict a punishment short of death, but commensurate 
with the crime. 

He said that in this commonwealth, before the act of 
the 22d April, 1794, all murder was punished with 
death. By that act, two degrees of murder were es- 
tablished, the first and most atrocious only to be pun- 
ished capitally, and the second, where mitigating cir- 
cumsrances were disclosed, to be punished by impri 
sonment at hard labor, or in solitary cells, for a term in 
the discretion of the courts not to exceed eighteen 
years, nor to be less than five years. He, who under 
the previous law, would have been sentenced to death 
by the benignant provisions of this act, may be imprison- 
ed for the comparatively short period of five years. In 
this change we see no more than the progress of that 
spirit of mercy, which began to prevail in this Com- 
monwealth, at its earliest settlement. From that day to 
the present, we have been carrying out the principle 


that moderate but certain penalties are more effectual 
in restraining crime and reparing the injury done to 
society, than severe and excessive punishments, Ex- 
perience has taught us, that it is the duty of the Go- 
vernment to reform rather than to exterminate offend- 
ers, and that the punishment of death ought not to be 
inflicted, where it is not necessary for the public safety. 
We have advanced far, but we have not fully carried 
out in practice these salutary principles. ‘There is 
something yet to be done. There are cases now in ex- 
istence, where convictions have taken place of murder 
of the first degree, and the subsequent discovery of 
testimony has made it manifest, that the culprit has 
been cunvicted of too higha crime. Every man can 
readily conceive that such cases may often occur. If 
the mind is suffered to dwell upon the condition of 
sich a man, and t'\e justice of the distinction in the law 
be at the same time acknowledged, it must be sensible 
of the cruelty of taking away a life which the law de- 
signed to spare. ‘The contemplation of the death of 
one man, for the same crime for which ano‘ her is pun- 
ished by imprisonment, is revolting toa sense of jus- 
tice. Butto him who is sentenced there is no relief 
but through the executive, and there is no choice given 
to the executive, but to put to death or pardon. The 
criminal must either be punished beyond the design of 
the laws, or be let loose upcn society, a b!ood stained 
cu'prit. Some gentlemen have thought that stained 
and crimsoned as he is, it would be bett r to pardon 
him, than to put it in the power of any tribunal or any 
individual to commute the punishment. But they lose 
sight ofthe justice due to the community. They would 
suffer the criminal to escape, rather than that the Go- 
vernor should sometimes err in discharging the mur- 
derer from a just penalty. That is the whole extent of 
the danger. The merciful maxim, that it is better that 
ninety and nine guilty persons should escape, than that 
the innocent should suffer, forbids the adoption of so 
severe an alternative. The plan proposed suffers nei- 
ther the guilty to escape, nor those unjustly condemn- 
edto suffer. It does justice to the individual, and pro} 
tects the community, by confiuing for life, him, whose 
hands are stained with human sacrifice. 

He said that some gentlemen had thought that the le- 
gislature had no power to pass such a law, because it 
would interfere with that provision of the constitution, 
which gives to the governor the power of reprieve and 
pardon. ‘Those who adopt the principles of construc 
tion applied to the constitution of the United States. In 
that constitution no power is bestowed that is not grant- 
ed by express provision. In the state constitutions, 
every power is possessed by the legislature, except 
those that are expressly prohibited. This distinction 
removes the difficulty. It will not be doubted, that the 
power to establish such a law, resides somewhere. If 
it does not reside in the legislature, he said, he wished 
gentlemen would state where it did reside. It was 
certainly not in the Governor; it must then be in the 
Legislature, or reserved to the people. But there is 
nothing in the bill of rights which withholds it from the 
Legislature, and if the principles of construction he 
had stated were correct it might exercise the power, 

He remarked, that whatever difficulties may arise in 
reference to interfering with the pardoning power 
granted by the constitution, it cannot arise under the 
present project ofa law. There is no design to abridge 
that prerogative. If the Jaw should pass he 
could still reprieve he could still pardon. He 
would not be shorn of a single feather of his prero 
gative. His constitutional power would neither be 
abridged nor enlarged; the sphere of his discretion 
would be modified. It would afford him the opportu- 
nity, when a proper case should be disclosed, to do less 
than pardon, to punish the guilty according to the atro- 
city of his crime, 

He thought there would be no danger in depositing 
such a power inthe executive hands; at least that there 
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is no better depository of such power, The courts of jus- | which we can refer in the circumstances of his case, that 
tice, the juries, grand or petit, the Legislature, or either | can possibly take place, to even suggest a doubt as to 
branch of it, would be much more exceptionable. The | his guilt, in the transaction for which he has been ac- 
numbers in such bodies would divide and less: nthe | cused and convicted. Who of us, remembering the 
responsibility which is less likely to be abused when its | circumstances at all, but remembers that the murder 
whole weight resis upcn one individual. In the Go- | was committed in the presence of the companions of 
vernor is lodged the power of pardon, a much greater | the deceased and prisoner. A violent blow, a:med 
power than that now proposed to be given, and if he | with a scythe—the parties in the open highway—the 
is the proper depository of such a power there seemsto | deceased in flight from a wagon containing these com- 
be no good reason for refusing to intrust him with a less. | panions—and yet it has been argued, not only by the 
That something stiould be done towards satisfying | gentleman from the city, but from Dauphin, that it is 
the growing disposition in the public mind to abolish | proper to bring cases in analogy, where it has been 
the punishment of death, he thought was very obvious. | proven, after the execution of a criminal, that he was 
The progress of better feeling and better philosophy | innocent, I hope, sir, that this argument may be taken 
teaches us that we should reform and not exterminate | to its full extent—for I think, that in view of this ques- 
the criminal; the calls of justice and the voice of mercy | tion, it amounts to nothing. 
require it, the constitution does not prohibit it, andthe | 1 appreciate the motives of the gentlemen from 
yoce of the community seems to demand it, Bucks. ‘They have a duty to perform to their consti- 
Mr. S. F. Reed, thenaddressed the house, It is not, | tuents, which, in their ability and desire to discharge 
said he, my intention to reply to the many arguments | faithfully, | would wish, (if in all things cons stent, ) 
which this question has elicited. I agree w.th the | they could be supported and sustained by this house. — 
gentleman from Erie (Mr. Walker,) that ifthere is any | But, 1 am satisfied, that the relief sought for, is only to 
power placed in the hands of the executive of this com- | be found in the executive and his clemency—confident, 
monwealth, aflecting the question before us, that pow- | as 1 am, that we should not (if we could legally, ) p'ace 
er iscentained in the eleventh secticn of the 2nd article | the power to commute the punishment of Blundin in 
of the constitution. [Mr. Reed here read that section] | the hands of the Governor. This case would certwinly 
‘the right which the governor has to suspend fora time | raise other applications—and would place the membe's 
by a reprieve, or totally to annul, by a pardon, the sen- | of the city and county of Philadelphia, in a peculiar 
tence of the court, in cases of this kind, was given to | situation. I believe, sir, that we can point to a case 
him by the people—and we therefore have no legal there, that calls fourth greater sympathies from the hu- 
right to interfere, in the slightest manner with such | mane and merciful, than Blundin’s; and one that, if I 
power. Weare here the mere representatives of the | could sanction an illegal and improper course of this 
people, in General Assembly, and to assume any other | house, I would, to the extent of my feeble exertion, 
character—such as delegates to alter or suspend the | endeavor to bring within the reach and control of a 
constitution—is entirely unauthorized by any principles | body decidedly in favor of extending mercy and relief 
which are conferred on us by our constituents—and | to the culprit, though guilty. 
an action of the legislature upon the amendment em-| ‘hs case of Felix Murray has more claims upon so- 
powering the Governor to commute the punishment of | ciety for an interference, than any that could be sug- 
Blundin from death untoimprisonment, fora number of | gested here—and yet it is a matter of doubt to my 
years or for life, is an express infringement, not only | mind, from what! believe to be the correct view of 
of the section of the constitution ]have just read, but this question, whether, inthat case, the wished for 
upon the dutics of the exccutive. 1 conceive, Mr. | legistation in Blundin’s, should be extended to Mur- 
Speaker that the people were competent in wisdom, | ray’s. I would be understood to hesitate, on the ground 
when they thus placed, in a particular branch of the | 1 have assumed in the commencement, and through the 
government, this power of pardon or reprieve—and I | whole course of my remarks—for Iam disposed, yes, 
assume nothing for those around me when I say, that | anxiously hope, that to that individual at least, the mer- 
they have wisely disposed of the amendment just re- | cy of the Executive should be particularly and specially 
jected; thus declaring, that as they had but the doubt- | shown. 7 
ful power to interfere constitutionally with the commu- | All cases of capital punishment claim, and to a great 


ting of Blundin’s punishment, they would expel the | degree receive, the sympathies of a great portion of 
matter from this house—that, as certain duties have 


| the citizens of this State—not, however, on account of 
been delegated to them as representatives, they will 


; the sentences being unjust—but that criminals so wan- 
not grasp at, and exercise others, that the people have | tonly and recklessly violate the laws and institutions of 


properly reserved for the especial exercise of those | our country and our God. 1 hope, therefore, that we 
whom they may choose, for amending or altering the | may not, by entertaining towards this unfortunate man, 
eonstitution. 1 repeat, sir, that the constitution adopt: | such feelings of compassion, break down the barriers 
ed by the people, having placed in the hands of the | which are interposed by the constitution, and thus be 
executive certain powers, those powers cannot be re- | more culpable for our neglect of duty, than for a disre- 
modeled or extended by this assembly—nor by any | gard of the feelings of compassion. 
other except where the people delegate a right to —— 
change that ccnstitution. ‘The last act in this and all| Satz or Coat Laxns.—We understand that the 
similar cases, being placed by the people in the Go- | Spohn Tract in this vicinity, was sold last week for 
vernor, no legislation can possibly take place, that does | $10,000, the contract embracing all the coal on the 
not either annul the constitution, when it places the | said tract below the water level, with areservation of 
pardoning power in the Governor—or delegates to him | all the coal on the same above the water level. The 
power, which we do not possess by virtue of our | coal vein on the said tract is about 900 yards in extent, 
representative capacities, either expressed orimplied. | and the same may be mined within the limits of the 
The gentleman from the city, (Mr. Smith) in order to | tract about 500 feet in depth. The public abroad are 
procure the action of this house in favor of the amend- | not generally aware of the value of coal lands in this 
ment, has spoken of and adduced cases where, after | vicinity, the speculating mania which formerly pre- 
trial, conviction, sentence and execution, it has appear- | vailed having had a tendency to prevent subsequently 
ed satisfactorily, that the criminal so convicted, was | the spread of correct information. The actual value is 
innocent—but such cases, I think, can have no bearing | difficult of computation, but we have no doubt that 
onthe one before us. We, nor no others, interested | coal lands are now rated far below their intrinsic 
as judges, jurors, executive, or those who are here im- worth. We have no desire to be instrumental in reyi- 


properly asked to interfere in this matter, have any | ving an inordinate spirit of speculation, but we think 
thing to dread, in the result of this unfortunate occur- | that there never will be a safer period of investment 
rence, If Blundin is executed, there is nothing to than the present.—Miners’ Journal. 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Friday Evening, Dec. 26th, 1834. 
SELECT COUNCIL. 


Mr. Price presented a petition from the Harmony 
Fire Company asking permission to erect a house for 
their engine, on the lot of ground on Fifth near Chest- 
nut street, from which they were removed by Stephen 
Girard, in 1827. Mr. Fraley, in Common Council, 
presented a petition of a similar import. Referred te 
committee on Fire companies. 

“Mr, Wetherill from the watering committee, made 
the annexed report, which was laid on the table. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila- 
delphia. 


Gentlemen—The Watering Committee in compliance 
with a resolution of Councils, instructing them to state 
what willbe the probable consequences to the Water 
Works at Fair Mount, in case a canal, to be supplied 
with water from Fair Mount pond, should be made on 
the west side of Schuylkill, beg leave to report, that 
the agreement which has been entered into between 
the Schuylkill Navigation Company and the City, ren- 
ders it very essential that no other company should 
have a control over any of the water which shall be 
taken out of said Fair Mount pond; for in case the city 











summer, there cannot be a doubt but that the six 
wheels and pumps now ready for wousk, will drain Fair 
Mount pond below the top line of the dam; and it must 
be obvious that as the water is lowered in the dam, the 
power is reduced: by observation, the gates which now 
open 8 inches, to give a supply of water to the wheels, 
were during the drought frequently opened 12 inches 
— consequently, at a time when water is most wanted 

| in the city and districts,(to which a supply for Kensing- 

| ton must be added) the water power at Fair Mount will 
be least adequate to supply it. 


Under such circumstances, the committee are of 
opinion that nothing should be risked; particularly 
when it is known, that for several weeks during the 
last summer the dam was dry nearly 800 feet across; 
at a time when the consumption of water for the pre- 
vention of Cholera and other epidemics in the city and 





| districts, had nearly exceeded our means. 


If no more water should ever be wanted hereafter, 


than was supplied to the city and districts in July Jast, 


| something might be risk. d to give a supply to the pro- 
posed canal—but when it is obvious that the consump- 
| tion of water in the cily and districts will become great- 
er in ratio with the increase of improvements and po- 
pulation, nothing should be left to hazard. And under 
any calculation your committee can make, they are of 
opinion, that before the expiration of the next ten 
years, an arrangement will have to be made for an aux- 





iliary water works, to be erected at Flat Rock, 


In 1822, the necessary quantity of water as before 
mentioned, required daily to supply the city, was 
1,600,000 gallons. 

In 1833 it required 3,500,000 to supply the city and 
districts, which in ten years hence no doubt will be in- 
creased to 7,000,000 gallons daily, and in the summer 
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should deem it necessary to pump as much water for 
the supply of the City and Districts as will be within 
their agreement, the evaporation and leakage from the 
contemplated canal would no doubt reduce the water 
sv low, as to give the Schuylkill Navigation Company 
the right to shut the gates of the works at Fair Mount, 
as per agreement, which is as follows: 


= 


ae 


oi ba ncn 


** And it is also further agreed by the parties to these 
presents, that should it at any time happen that the wa- 
ters should be drawn off below the top or surface of 
the dam, it shall be lawful for the said president, mana- 
gers, and company, to fasten up the gates or openings 
used by the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of 
Philadelphia, to draw off the water and keep the same 
fastened, until the water suall be raised as high as the 
top or surface of the dam.” 

Should the conditions of this section of the contract 
with the Schuylkill Navigation Company be put in force, 
there will be a difficulty to ascertain by whom the wa- 
ter is consumed, and the city alone would suffer all the 
injuries that would result. 

It is the opinion of the committee that should the 
contemplated canal be constructed, that there is not a 
sufficient quantity of water in dry seasons for the ope- 
ration of the works at Fair Mount, the Schuylkill Na- 
vigation Company and the canal in question—this opi- 
nion has been formed from a careful investigation of the 
ange as will be seen by the following statement of 

acts. 

In the year 1822, when the water power works first 
started, only 1,600,000 gallons of water vere required 
daily; while in the present year the consumption has 
increased to 3,500,000 gallons; during the months of 
July and August last, for many days 5,000,000 gallons 
were consumed, and on the 9th and 11th of July,when 
the reservoir was guaged, it had increased during the 
day time to 7,000,000. This excess of the use of water 
over former years, induced our superintendent to keep 
an account of the time the wheels worked, and which 
was found to exceed 17 hours in 24: as the tide im- 
peded the working of the wheels 5 hours, it only left 
two hours excess of time each day, for packing the 
pumps and keeping the machinery in working order; 
and had any accident occurred to either wheel during 
that period, the works at Fair Mount would have 
been incompetent to supply the city and districts with 
water, 

Ifa similar drought should occur during the next 


it will probably amount to 10,000,000, when either 
quantity will be more than can be raised at Fair Mount 
in times of drought, 

In 1822—the number of water takers in the city 
amounted only to 4,758,—in 1834—the number in the 
city and districts has increased to 13,584,—in 1822— 
there were but 280 fire plugs in the city,—in 1834— 
they have increased in the city and districts to 800,— 
in 1822, about 35 miles of small calibre wooden, with 
a few iron pipes, supplied the city with water,—in 
1834 upwards of 78 miles of iron pipe of large calibre 
have been laid in the city and districts. 


The committee flatter themselves that the increased 
consumption of water, and the extent of its distribution 
since 1822, will sufficiently show that the present 
works cannot be relied upon much longer; unless the 
dam at Fair Mount shall be raised, or some other means 
devised, whereby the power of those works may be 
increased to meet the demands upon it. 


As the resolution of Council does not require an 
opinion from the Watering Committee on the merits 
or demerits of the proposed canal, the committee will 
satisfy themselves by merely mentioning that if the ca- 
nal and docks reaching from it to the river (which are 
designed to be 12 feet above low water) are permitted 
to be extended along the whole river front, the leak- 
age between the wharf timbers and heads of the docks 
| will be more than is ample to supply all the locks at 
| . : . 
| Fair Mount, when the trade shall be so much increased 
| as to keep them in constant action, 

Under every view of this important question, the 
committee are decidedly of opinion that the proposed 
canal, if carried into effect, will increase the scarcity of 
water at Fair Mount, and under existing agreements 
between the Schuylkill Navigation Company and the 
City, be the means of stopping the works altogether. 


By order of the Watering Committee. 


JOHN P. WETHERILL, Chairman. 
Attest, 
Sam. A. Rusa, Register, 
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Mr. Price,from the committee on SchuyI!kill wharves 
made the following report, tie resolutions attached to 
which were adopted: 

‘The committee on Schuylkill wharves request leave 
to report—That the lease for Sassatras landing having 
expired, the property has been given up to the city, 
and an application has been received from Thomas 
Clyde to obtain a lease thereon, at the same rent here- 
tofore received, and your committee would recommend 
its acceptance; they therefore propose the following 
resolution. 

That the City Commissioners be and they are hereby 
authorised to execute a lease tu ‘thomas Clyde,for Sas- 
safras landing on the Schuyikill, to expire on the first 
ot April, 1837, at an annual rent of $200, payable quar- 
terly, 

The committee would further report, that in the ne- 
cessary care and attention they hve given to the pro- 
perty of the city, near the Schuylkill, they have been 
convinced that a decided advantage would be gained, 
ifthe committee were authorised to permit the City 
Commissioners to grant leases on the wharves and real 
estate, under the care of the committee, for a term, 
not exceeding the Ist April, 1838, and the following 
resolution is offered: 

Resolved, That the committee on Schuylkill wharves, 


be and they are hereby authurised to receive proposals 
for such of the wharves on the Schuylkill, and such of 


the real estate, belonging to the city, on the east and 
west of said river, near thereunto, as may be deemed 
expedient, by the committee, fur a term not exceeding 
the Ist of April, 1838; and that the City Comniissioners 
are directed to execute such leases, as may be author 
ised by said committce. Provided, that previous to 
making any lease it shall be the duty of the committee 
to advertise for proposals. 

RICH’D PRICE, Chairman. 

DENNIS WCREDY, 

JOHN GILDER, 

THOMAS EARP. 


In Common Council the first resolution was negatived, 
and the second adopted. 


Mr. Price called up for consideration the ordinance 
relating tu an increase in the sulaties of certain city of 
ficers, as published in our last report. The bill was 
read three times and passed. In Common Council, af- 
ter the first reading, the bill was postponed. 

Mr. Lippincott offered a resolution requesting the 
President of Councils to forward to the legislature, 
copics of the accounts of the Treasurer of the Girard 
Estates and the report of the building committee and 
architect of Girard College, which was agreed to.— 
Common Council concur: ed, 

Mr. Price, in his place, asked and obtained leave to 
read an ordinance providing for the repeal of the ordi- 
nances for Sanitary purposes, enacted in 1832, and au- 
thorizing the Mayor to draw his warrant on the City 
Treasurer, for such claims, for Saniiary purposes, as 
have not been liquidated. Laid on the table. 

COMMON COUNCIL. 

Mr. Chandler presented a petition from James Bar- 
ber, one of the city watch, who was seriously injured 
on the mght of the Ward Election, in « scufile with a 
gang of ruffians, by which two of his ribs were broken, 
praying for .relief as an equivalent for his loss of time 
while prevented from attending to his duties. Mr. 


Lewis, in Select Council, presented an application of 


a like nature. 
watching. 
Dr. Huston, from the committee on lighting and 
watching, made a report in relation to a re-organization 
of the police system, accompanied with a bill for car- 
rying the same into effect. The report is as follows: 


Referred to committee on lighting and 


The committee on lighting and watching, in obe- 
dience to the resolution of Councils instructing them to 
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inquire into the present mode of watching the city, of- 
fer the following Report: 

The present police force of the city, exclusive of 
the Mayor, Recorder, and four high Constables, con- 
sists of one captain, four lieutenants, and twelve In- 
spectors of police; twenty-eight day policemen, four of 
whom are attached to the Mayor’s cflice, and one hun- 
dred and twenty watchmen. 

Of this number, forty, viz: twelve Inspectors and 
twenty-eight policemen, by the existing ordinance on 
the subject, are assigned to the performanee of day 
duty; while but one hundred and twenty watchmen, 
are charged with the care of the city during the night. 
Or in other words, one fourth of the effective force of 
the present police, are employed during the day, and 
three fourths during the night. This is exclusive of the 
captain and lieutenants, whose functions are proper to 
both. 

The committee are of opinion that the experience of 
the past year, during which this system has been in 
operation, has not shewn that any advantage was de- 
rived from the employment of so many officers during 
the day, while the expense of the city has been largely 
increased by it. 

Connected with this plan, we have also a number of 
Section Houses, as places of rendezvous for those offi- 
cers, ata heavy annual cost. 

The committee therefore propose that the Section 
Houses be di-pensed with; and that the twenty four day 
policemen, who are assigned to the care of the sections, 
be discontinued, and that hereafter, the supervision of 
those sections shall devolve on the Inspectors. Tl.ey 
also recommend that the four policemen attached to 
the Mayor’s office be discontinued and their duties be 
discharged by the High Constables, as formerly. 

If the plan now proposed shall be adopted by Conn- 
cils, it will reduce the amount of salaries nine thousand 
dollars per annum, besides saving the expense of the 
section houses; thus making a yearly reduction of the 
expense of the city, in the police department, of more 
than ten thousand dollars. 


In conformity with these views, the committee have 
prepared the accompanying ordinance, which they sub- 
mit as a part of this report. 

k, M. HUSTON, 

JOHN P. WEVHERILL, 

JOS. LIPPINCOTT, 

JAMES kOWLAND, 

B. H. YARNALL, 

MANUEL EYRE 
Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1834. 


The ordinance was taken up in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Dunlap in the chair, and after various 
amendments, agreed to, and reported to Council. “The 
bill was then read a third time and adopted. In Select 
Council the subject was postponed until the next meet- 
ing. 

‘Mtr. Gilder, from the building committee of the Gi- 
rard College, presented a report in relation to the pro- 
ceedings of the committee during the past year, ac- 
companied with a statement from ‘thomas U. Walter, 
architect,detailing the present situation of the College. 
Ordered to be printed. These reports wi'l be noticed 
hereafter. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, it was resolved, that so 
much of the report of the building con m'ttee of Girard 
College, as recommends an appropriation of $8,5.0, 
for repairs upon the College farm, be referred to the 
commissioners of the Girard Estates—Select Council 
concurred, 

Dr. Huston, from the committee on lightihg and 
watching, made the annexed report on the subject of 
lighting the city with gas, accompanied with an ordi- 
nance for that purpose, which was ordered to be print- 
ed tor the use of the members. 

The committee on lighting and watching, to whim 
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was referred the item of unfinished business in relation which all dutieson Drv Good 


to lighting the city with gas, present the following as 
their final report on that subject: 


REPORT. 


The committee have not been able, after all their in- 
quiries and reflections on this subject, to arrive at any 
other conclusion than that contained in the report of all 
former comm. ttees that have been charged by Councils 
with the consideration of this subject, viz: That tt is 
expedient for Councils to inroduce this mode of lighting 
the city. 

Ifany thing could be necessary, in addition to the 
facts formerly reported to Councils on this subject, to 


satisfy the minds of the timed and sceptical, abundance | 


is found in the able report of the agent lately returned 
from Europe. So universal is the practice of lighting 
by gas becoming on the continent of Europe, but more 
particularly in England and Scotland, that not only are 
the large cities, but many of the villages and even some 
of the turnpike roads, illuminated by this means. And 
in our country, nearly all the principal cities are pur 
suing the same course. 

Philadelphia, confessedly the best adapted, having 
every possible advantage that nature and art could con. 
fer for the purpose; and owning too, all the materials 
for its manufacture—she who possessed every induce- 
ment to take ¢he lead in this great modern improve- 
ment; doubts and fears even fo follow her sister cities. 

3elieving as the committee do, tnat Councils cannot 
long hesitate on this subject, they now present an ordi- 
nance for the erection of Gas works to light the city, to 
be constructed on a limited and economical plan, em- 
bracing the most modern improvements in the art, 


Rr. M. HUSTON, 

JOS. LIPPINCOTT, 

JOHN P. WETHERILL, 

JAMES ROWLAND, 

B. H. YARNALL, 

MANUEL EYRE, 
Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1834, 


— 


MEETING OF DRY GOODS DEALERS. 


At a meeting of Dry Goods Dealers, held pursuant | 


toacall, at the Exchange on Tuesday evening, SOth 
instant, the meeting was called to order by Moses 
Kempton, on whose motion Matthew Newkirk was 
called to the Chair, and Richard D. Wood, and Abr. R. 
Perkins, appointed Secretaries. 

The Chair having stated that the object of the meet- 
ing was to take into consideration an agreement of cer- 
tain Importers and Commissicn Merchants to alter the 
present mode of measuring Dry Goods.— 

The following preamble and resolutions were offered 
by John Welsh, jr. Richard Price, with some appro 
priate remarks, moved their adoption—and having been 
seconded by Jno. M. Atwood, ina lucid, argumenta- 
tive and serious address, were unanimously adopted. 

Whereas, by an advertisement published in the daily 
papers, it is made known to this meeting thata num- 
bet of Importers and Commission Merchants have 
piedged themselves to alter the usual standard of meas- 
uring Dry Goods:— 


And whereas, the adoption of the plan they recom- | 


end in lieu of the present long established custom, 
both of this country and Great Britain, a usage valua- 
ble alike for its uniformity and justice— would be de- 
trimen‘al to the best interests of the community, 

Therefore be it resolved, That we entirely disapprove 
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s are estimated in each 
port of ‘entry in the United States, 
| And, That in accordance with the existing custom 
/of measurement, the purchaser does not receive more 
| than 36 inches to the yard, with very few exceptions, 
in consequence of the elasticity of that part of the 
Goods to which the measure is usually applied— 

And because, it will render it extremely difficult for 
‘the retail vender of goods to realize by his sales the 
lengths for which he has paid— 

And because, it will offer continual temptations to 
| vary from the honest practice of giving full measure— 
| And because, it will be the occasion of frequent dis- 
| satisfaction on the part of the consumers— 

And because, it is calculated to depreciate the pre- 
| sent high moral standard of the merchants of this com- 
| munity. 
| Resolved, That from our long and intimate inter- 
| course with the great interior, we feel it to be our du- 
_ty as citizens of Philadelphia, to protect the merchants 
'of the South and West, from the effects of a change 
| which we are well persuaded would injuriously affect 
their interests, and meet their most decided disappro- 
bation. 

Resolved, That we deem it of great importance to all 
dealers that there should be a national standard, and 
principle of measure, to prevail throughout the United 
States, 

tesolved, That a committee of twelve be appointed 
to wait on the importers and commission merchants who 
have entered into an agreement to introduce the new 
mode of measurement to express our objections to the 

| attitude they have assumed, and respectfully to request 
\ them to abandon or postpone their project—and also 
|to confer with them for the purpose of producing a 
| joint memorial to Congress to pass such acts as will se- 
| cure an uniform standard of measure, and the mode of 
| its application. 
| Resolved, That in the event of a refusal on the part 
|of those Importers and Commission Merchants, who 
| have signed the pledge; to accede to the propositions 
of this meeting. ‘That the committee be empowered 
| to call a meeting of the merchants in this place, on Fri- 
| day evening at 7 o’clock, to carry into effect, their de- 
| termination to resist the proposed alteration. 
On motion of John Welsh, jr. 
Resolved, That the chair appoint the committee of 
12, under the 4th resolution. 

| ‘The following gentlemen were appointed. 

John Welsh, jr. Moses Kempton, 

John M. Atwood, Alex. Ferguson, 

Richard Price, Lewis Brown, 

James Fassitt, Daniel Bray, 

Isaac Barton, William Musgrave, 

David Williamson, George W. Edwards. 

On motion of George W. Edwards, 

Resolved, That the chairman and secretaries of this 
meeting be added to the above committee, 

On motion of Richard Price, 

Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting, be 
chairman of the committee of 12, 

On motion of George W. Edwards, 

| Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
| published in all the daily papers of this city. 

On motion adjourned 

| MATTHEW NEWKIRK, Chairman. 

Richard D. Wood, 4 
| Abraham R. Perkins, $s en 
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of the proposed c’ange in the established custom of | Extract from the Message af Gov. Lucas, of Ohio. 


measurement. 
Because, it is notin accordance with the custom 


| ‘Viewing a communication between the Pennsyl- 
, vania and Ohio Canals to be a subject of great interest, 


which at this time is acknowledged by the national go- | it is with peculiar satisfaction | communicate to you 
vernment, and by the instrctions of the Secretary of the intelligence, that the Sanly and Beaver Canal 
the Treasury dated Sept. 9, 1828, is made the rule by |Company was organized during the last summer, un- 
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der the liberal provision of the original charter, and| TI ascertained by inquiry, that the freight, from Cin- 
the munificent grant of the Legislature in an amenda- | cinnati to New Orleans, would cost me $1 75 per bbl. 
tory act of the last session, $240,000 of the stock has | which on three barrels, is $5 25 
been taken, and five sections, on the Summit; contain- Freight from New Orleans to Philadelphia, which 
ing two miles and a half of its length, were let to con-| we have paid frequently on the same article, $1 per 
tractors on the 19th of November last, and the work | bbl. $3 00 
is now in the full tide of successful operation. By the Making $8 25, which, it will be perceived, does 
report of two able and experienced Engineers, all; not include either commissions fur forwarding, dray- 
doubts have been removed from the public mind, as to | ages, and other charges in New Orleans, or insurance, 
the supply of water on the Summit, and is conclusive | which altogether form no inconsiderable additional ex. 
as to the question of an abundant supply of water for | pense. 

all the demands of an extensive commerce. The length | Whereas, these three barrels were safely delivered 
of the Sandy and Beaver Canal is 76 miles, connecting | in Philadelphia, in 22 days, and the whole cost of trans- 
the Ohio Canal at Bolivar with the Ohio River and | portation, including every charge for forwarding, was 
Pennsylvania Canal, near the mouth of little Beaver. | but $5 91 
It passes through a rich and fertile part of the State of| The same article has generally reached us at from 
Ohio, and will form the connecting link between the | 60 to 90 days, by way of N. Orleans, for delays will 
Pennsylvania Canals and the Ohio Canal. almost invariably occur by that route. 

Such a connection has long been a desideratum to| 1 would remark that the cost of transportation in both 
the people of the interior and southern parts of Ohio; | instances is high on the above, for the amount being 
as it will open to them a new and short route to the | so small, there was no inducement to bargain for the 
eastern markets for their abundant produce, and will | same, besides the river was very low, but as these af- 





enable the Eastern and Western merchants to trans- | fect both ways alike, the difference is still the same. 


port goods from the East at a much earlier period of | 
the spring, than by the N. York Canal. 

This work, together with the Mahoning Canal, I have | 
always viewed with deep interest. I have considered 
them both closely connected with our general canal | 
policy and would have been glad to have seen them | 
both embraced in that policy as part of our public Ca- 
nals. The Sandy Canal will open the most direct com. | 
munication between the Pennsylvania Canal and the | 
interior and southern parts of the State, and the Ma- | 
honing Canal with the Pennsylvania Canal, the north- | 
ern portion of the State and the great northern Lake. | 
These works, together with the Mad River and San-| 
dusky Rail Road (the work on which it is, expected | 
will be commencéd by the company next spring,) are | 
works that recommend themselves, by their public im. | 
portance. to the peculiar attention and patronage of | 


the General Assembly.” 
| 


Coat tTrave.—While the exportation of coal from 
the éastern section of this state is becoming a matter 
of immense importance, the same business is rapidly in | 
creasing in the western section of the state. We have | 
lately called upon Mr. George Led'e, who is largely | 
engaged in that business, who furnished the following | 
information: | 

During the week which followed the rise of the river, | 
in the middle of November last, there were sent from | 
the landings on the opposite side of the Monongahela | 
river, from Jones’ ferry to Saw Mill Run, about 75. 
boats, carrying about 245,000 bushels or 6,187 tons of | 
coal—boats and cargoes valued at about $18,000. | 
About the same quantity passed down from the coun- | 
try along the Monongahela, around Pittsburgh. 

The total value of coal annually shipped from the | 
Monongahela, and from the banks opposite Pittsburg, | 
may be estimated at about $100,000—is rapidly in- | 
creasing in amount, and must continue to increase, as | 
the use of coal is becoming more general below. 
Pitisburg. Gaz. | 


From the U. S. Gazette. 
Being at Cincinati, I was desirous to send a small | 








AccommopnaTion Line or Staces.—By reference 
to our advertising columns it will be observed that 
Messrs. Allen & Co. have commenced running an Ac- 
commodation Line of Stages between this place and 
Reading, by day-light. Such enterprise deserves 
encouragement. — Minors’ Journal. 





INSURANCE DIVIDENDS, 
FOR THE LAST SIX MONTRS, 


United States Insurance Company, 6 per cent. 

and an extra dividend of 6 per cent. 
Philadelphia Insurance Company, 3 per cent. 
Piceniz do, 4 per cent. 
Delaware do. 3 per cent. 





Vatvantr Canco.—The canal boat Lafayette, of the 


Western ‘Transportation Line, arrived yesterday, with 


upwards of one million pounds of merchandize.—Pitts- 
burg Gaze'te, Dec. 16, 1834. 





Canat cLosep.—The Miltonian of the 20th Dec. 
says: ** The Canal at this place was frozen up on the 
night of the 14th inst. and the river below this town 
closed on the evening following.” 





THE REGISTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 3, 1835. 





On Sunday evening last commenced a considerable 
snow storm which continued all Monday. The snow 
fell to the depth of several inches, so as to furnish 
pretty good sleighing for several days. ‘The ground is 
still covered with snow. ‘The storm seems to have 
been extensive. The passengers by the Amboy rail 
road, who left here on Monday morning, did not reach 


lot of freight (three barrels) to Philadelphia, and was | New York till Tuesd 1y about 2 o’clock; having been 
about despatching it by the usual way, down the river 


to New Orleans, and thence round by sea. Wishing compelied tp. vapain. tp the pare, ot aignt, At Waste 
to save time, I thought that 1 could do so by way of ington City the snow fell to an unusual depth. For a 
Pittsburg, expecting, however, that the cost of trans- | short time the navigation of the Delaware was obstruct- 


portation would be somewhat greater. But, to my eq by floating ice—it is now, however, free. 
surprise and gratification, I found that not only would | 


time, but a considerable amount of expense, be saved, | : : 
by forwarding the articles to Pittsburgh, thence by our| Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 


canal to this place. | GEDD ES, No. 9 Library street. 


“_— 





